
River Bend MS Presents Cinderella 

This year, River Bend Middle School is putting on the Rogers and Hammerstein musical 

Cinderella, for their annual play. This year, the play is being presented in December, because the 

spring is so busy with testing and other activities. 

 In an interview with the play’s director, I learned that River Bend is fortunate to have a great 

deal of experience in the hands of Renee Crawford. Ms Crawford has been directing plays for 24 

years, both at the high school and middle school level. She described for me some of the more 

challenging parts of guiding a school play to opening night, which includes helping students 

develop their characters, and then stay in character, especially during group scenes. Also, 

breaking the ice with middle school students when the boys and girls have to formally dance 

with each other is always a hurdle at the beginning. The director also admitted that, despite her 

years of experience, she always gets a bit anxious as the final two weeks approach and all of the 

final elements are added. These two weeks are when everything is supposed to fall into place ~ 

the lights, staging and sound. Ms Crawford has learned over the years that it always works out, 

but it is still a stressful time! 

Other important people involved in this year’s production include the choreographer, who 

happens to be Ms Crawford’s daughter, Emma! She has done plays with her mother for four 

years and also works on plays at Potomac Falls HS. I also spoke with a few students who are 

actors in the play, who offered their take on participating in the musical and they told me that 

what they most enjoyed was being a part of this group of fun people, and performing the songs 

and dances. The most difficult part was actually learning all of the songs, and also that with SO 

many people, sometimes the smaller parts were overlooked while the lead parts rehearsed 

frequently.  

 The lead parts are filled by Becca Lipshultz as “Cinderella”, Robert McNichol as “Prince 

Charming”, Kathleen Pollard as “The Fairy Godmother” and Brady Hurlich as “the Harold (and 

other roles).  

The roll of Cinderella is played by Becca Lipshultz, who is no novice when it comes to theater. 

Becca had the role of “Yertle the Turtle” in Suessical last year. Becca comes from a family of 

musicians so being a part of the school musical comes naturally to her. She tells me the hardest 

part was memorizing her lines (she has a lot!) and all of the quick costume changes. The easiest 

for her was learning the songs. Admittedly, she help in this area from three sources ~ her mother, 

her choir teacher, Ms Binger, and from YouTube. She had watched the Disney version of 

Cinderella “a million times!” when she was little, and then watched “the Brandi version” (a 

recent Rogers & Hammerstein remake) twice before call-backs. When asked how she felt about 

the time commitment as the lead in the play, Becca said “it is worth it”, because it is so much 

fun, she has met some great people and despite the different age groups everyone gets along and 

works together. As for school work, Becca manages to get it done either in Resource or at home 

after play practice. She says some students work during rehearsals when not on stage. This 

doesn’t work for her very well, since she is seldom off stage!  



Robert McNichol, Prince Charming, tells me that he has enjoyed participating in musicals in 6
th

 

and 7
th

 grade here at River Bend MS, first in “Fiddler on the Roof”, and then last year in the very 

popular “Suessical”. The most difficult part for Robert was learning the choreography of 

“Cinderella”, particularly the waltz scene. His experience with learning the lines has been that 

memorizing them was somewhat difficult, but more so when he had to perform them on stage 

with the other actors. Robert surprised me with what he felt was the easiest part of the musical. 

He said that, unlike most of the others, he felt auditions were easy. His philosophy is, “the worst 

that could happen is that you don’t make it!” Robert enjoys staying after school working on the 

play, and especially looks forward to the dress rehearsal when he gets to see all the parts come 

together ~ the costumes and all the tech components. He also commented that he me his three 

best friends through the school plays. 

Kathleen has been in plays every year since 5
th

 grade, including “Fiddler on the Roof” and 

“Suessical” here at RBMS. What she loves about working on the play is meeting new people 

with a common interest and that they all seem happy. The most difficult part for her is learning 

the lines and the music. When I asked her about the time commitment, she felt that it wasn’t a 

problem for her. She does her school work in Resource, and rehearsals are reasonable until just 

before the play’s opening. Not a coincidence, she told me that, like Robert, she met her best 

friend through the school play! 

Finally, Brady is another experienced actor joining the cast of Cinderella. Brady was “Yusel the 

Hatter” in Fiddler on the Roof” and “the General” in Suessical. In Cinderella, Brady is in the 

interesting position of covering four roles ~ “the Harold”, “the Steward”, “a Clumsy Man”, and 

“a Minister”. Brady tells me the most difficult part of this play for him was as the Harold, 

memorizing the names of all the royals he has to call out. The easy part is the other three roles he 

has to play, because he enjoys being dramatic. He has no problem with staying after school for 

the rehearsals because he likes doing things independent of his parents, and he doesn’t really 

have much to do at home anyway. He is excited about the play, and as for schoolwork, he is able 

to get it finished either during resource or in the evening after he gets home. 

This year there are other events coinciding with the play, particularly the Silent Auction, so we 

all hope that all performances are well attended! It will surely be an enjoyable experience for all! 


